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$38 Million For Brain-Damaged Baby
Lawyers spar over who will pay, and how much  
By THOMAS B. SCHEFFEY

After a seven-week trial, a Stamford jury
found obstetrician Corinne de

Cholnoky liable for $38.5 million in dam-
ages for deciding too late to deliver an oxy-
gen-deprived infant by Cesarean section. At
the same time, it cleared co-defendant
Stamford Hospital.

The record-setting award marks the start
of a vigorous post-trial legal battle, com-
plete with shifting allegiances, unwritten
rules and sophisticated strategies.

Defense lawyer James Rosenblum, of
Stamford’s Rosenblum & Newfield, said de
Cholnoky’s insurance coverage is “a pit-
tance” compared to the $38.5 million
award, and called the total amount “essen-
tially uncollectible.” Plaintiffs’ lawyers say
Rosenblum’s assessment will be ferociously
challenged.

The six-person jury awarded $30 million
in economic damages, $7.5 million in non-
economic damages and $1 million for the
baby’s mother, Elizabeth Oram, for negligent
infliction of emotional distress. Oram is a
former Day Pitney associate who is now a
staff attorney for Pace University’s Women’s
Justice Center in White Plains, N.Y.

The plaintiff ’s team was Richard A. Silver
and Angelo A. Ziotas of Stamford’s Silver,
Golub & Teitell. “I think it’s the largest mal-
practice verdict” in state history, and “possi-
bly the largest personal injury verdict,” said
Silver.

Obstetrician de Cholnoky is a graduate
of Harvard University and medical school
with 20 years experience. The only other
malpractice claim against her never reached
a trial on the merits, failing on statute of
limitations grounds last year.

In the latest case, Silver, one of
Connecticut’s most prominent medical
malpractice plaintiff ’s lawyers, said the
basic fault was simple—the doctor waited

far too long before deciding to start a surgi-
cal delivery of the second of Elizabeth
Oram’s twins.

Oram’s husband, Simon, was on duty in
Iraq when she gave birth to twins on April
4, 2003. Other family members were on
hand to videotape the birth.

Emma was born first. It was easy to hear
her heartbeat on the videotape’s sound-
track, which was played for the jury.
Amplified as an electronic whoosh, it regis-
tered 150 beats per minute. After she was
born, the jury could hear the heart rate of
the second twin at less than half the normal
rhythm. The plaintiff ’s lawyers said this was
because the boy’s umbilical cord was com-
pressed, trapped between his skull and the
mother’s pelvic bone.

“The first baby was born at 3:11 a.m.,
and a problem was noted with the second
one at 3:13,” said Ziotas. “The Caesarean
delivery was not completed until 3:38 a.m.,
about 25 minutes after the problem sur-
faced.”

Spencer Oram survived, but suffered
severe brain damage and will require
around-the-clock care for the rest of his life.

‘Dodging Bullet’
After de Cholnoky was sued in 2005, she

named Stamford Hospital as an apportion-
ment defendant, meaning it should share
some of the blame and a portion of any
damages awarded. The doctor contended
that the hospital’s anesthesiologist and
operating room nurses let her down, slow-
ing her ability to complete the Caesarean
section delivery.

She never named any expert witnesses
who would back up those claims, and after
two jurors had been selected, she dropped
the hospital as an apportionment defen-
dant.

However, the plaintiffs had directly sued
Stamford Hospital as a co-defendant, con-
tending the nurses, as part of the delivery
team, should have spoken up and advocated
a C-section delivery.

Stamford
attorney
Angelo A.
Ziotas
argued that
the doctor
who deliv-
ered his
client’s
twins took
25 minutes
to perform a
C-section on
the second
baby when
it was clear
he was in
distress. 
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