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Ex-Altar Boy, Diocese Settle

By JOHN CHRISTOFFERSEN
ASSOCIATED PRESS

STAMFORD — A former altar boy
who claimed he was molested by a priest
reached a financial settlement with the
Roman Catholic Diocese of Bridgeport
in his civil lawsuit, his attorneys said
Tuesday.

The plaintiff, known in court docu
ments as John Doe, said he was mo-
lested at age 14 by the Rev. John Cas-
taldo in the early 1990s when Castaldo
was a priest at St, Teresa Church in
Trumbull, The plaintiff's name and the
terms of the settlement were not re-
leased at his request, said his attorneys,
ErnestTeitell and Paul Slager.

The settlement means that New York
Cardinal Edward Egan will not have to
testify at a trial, the attorneys said.
Egan, who was the Bridgeport bishop
when the alleged assaults occurred, had
recejved a subpoena that required him
to provide sworn videotaped testimony
next week about his knowledge of the
case.

The case was settled after two days of
jury s_election.
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“While no amount ofmoney
can make him whole. .. the
financial settlement here is
substantial and
demonstrates that the
diocese is accepting
responsibility.”

ERNEST TEITELL
LAWYER FOR PLAINTIFF

“We hope that this settlement will al-
low our client to find some closure,” Tei-
tell said. “While no amount of money

can make him whole for what hap-

pened, the financial settlement here is

‘substantial and demonstrates that the

diocese is accepting responsibility, Our
client hopes that the information
gathered by the many depositions taken
in this case will put the diocese on notice
so that corrective measures can be
taken to prevent this from happening
again.”

Joseph McAleer, spokesman for the
Bridgeport diocese, declined to com-
ment. The diocese earlier had reached
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multlmﬂllon do]lar setﬂements of other
abuse cases.

In motions filed in court, Teitell and
Slager said Castaldo had been ordained
by the Bridgeport diocese despite its

* prior knowledge of numerous irregular-

ities in Castaldo’s background. They
said Castaldo had two disturbing
psychological assessments noting that
he “was fearful of his own aggressive
drives,” had “difficulty accepting his
own sexual urges and desires as nor-
mal” and was preoccupied with his “un-
resolved sexual urges.”

Before ordaining Castaldo, the
Bridgeport diocese also knew that Cas-
taldo had been expelled from his sem-
inary for “remarkably bizarre behav-
ior,” and that the president-rector of the
seminary had warned officials of the
Bridgeport diocese in 1985, two years be-
fore Castaldo was ordained, that Cas-
taldo was not fit to become a priest, the
attorneys said.

Egan’s spokesman has denied that he
ignored warning signs.

“There was no indication whatsoever
that this priest was engaging in any
kind of inappropriate behavior,” Jo-

 seph Zwilling, spokesmar for the Arch-

diocese of New York, said last week.

Castaldo was a spiritual adviser to
Trinity Catholic High School in Stam-
ford and a priestat St. Maurice Parish in
Stamford in the late 1990s, He was re-
moved from both posts in May 2001 after
he was arrested on charges of engaging
in a sexually explicit online chat with
someone he believed was a 14-year-old
boy.

Castaldo pleaded guilty in 2001 to a
felony charge of attempted dissemi-
nation of indecent material to a minor
and was sentenced to one weekend in
jail and five years of probation.

In his deposition in the civil case, Cas-
taldo admitted his conviction was the
resultofa “sickness’ he had, and thathe
had the same sickness throughout the
entire time he served as a priest, accord-
ingto court papers.

“For our client, this case is about
more than money," Slager said, “He had
the courage to bring this case because
he read about Castaldo’s arrest for sex-
ual misconduct with another adoles-
cent boy, and he wanted to make sure 1t
never happened again.”

Reprinted with permission from the Associated Press



